Wiltshire Council
—ee———————————

AGENDA SUPPLEMENT (1)

Meeting: Standards Committee

Place: Kennet Room - County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, BA14 8JN
Date: Tuesday 20 June 2023
Time: 2.00 pm

The Agenda for the above meeting was published on 12 May 2023. Additional
documents are now available and are attached to this Agenda Supplement.

Please direct any enquiries on this Agenda to Lisa Alexander of Democratic Services,
County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, direct line 01722 434560 or email
lisa.alexander@wiltshire.gov.uk

Press enquiries to Communications on direct lines (01225)713114/713115.

This Agenda and all the documents referred to within it are available on the Council’s
website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk

5 Public Participation — Questions to Standards Committee (Pages 3 - 4)

DATE OF PUBLICATION: 20 June 2023
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Agenda Iltem 5

Questions to Standards Committee 20 June 2023, with responses

Questions submitted by Mr Peter Gantlett, on 13 June 2023.

Question 1

In 2020 | was subject to a code of conduct complaint, 14 months later it was resolved
| had not breeched the code of conduct. Subsequently | asked Wiltshire Council to
investigate their behaviour and their failure to follow their own protocol. Wiltshire
Council agreed to do this if | provided them with all the incidences where they had
failed to follow Protocol 11. This | did, but then Wiltshire Council refused to carry out
any investigation. When | raised the issue higher up in the Council, Wiltshire Council
then accused me of failing to provide the information requested. That was clearly
untrue. On both occasions it was suggested | should take my case to the
ombudsman. Wiltshire Council should know the ombudsman will not deal with
complaints from councillors.

The Chairman of the standards committee has investigated the issues and met with
myself back in February 2023, meetings with Wiltshire Council officers were to follow
that meeting.

| request a written report on the meeting held in February, between myself and the
Chair of the Standards Committee, and subsequent meetings held with officers.

| wish to know if Wiltshire Council are going to do anything about the way they dealt
with the complaint against me and their subsequent behaviour.

Response 1:
Following Mr Gantlett’s request that Wiltshire Council investigate its actions with

regard to this complaint, we reviewed the process the Council had followed, taking
into account the specific concerns raised. Having done so, the Monitoring Officer is
satisfied that the process was in accordance with proper procedure and as such the
Council will not be undertaking further action to investigate this matter. As advised
previously, the Local Government and Adult Social Care Ombudsman can
investigate how Code of Conduct complaints against councillors have been
processed. The Ombudsman’s contact details are available here: Home - Local
Government and Social Care Ombudsman

Question 2

Since the 24" April have any further complaints been received by Wiltshire Council
in connection with Clyffe Pypard Parish Council.

| appreciate when dealing with the last complaint regarding Clyffe Pypard Parish
Council, a number of recommendations were made by the subcommittee, including
the offer of help and or mediation form Wiltshire Council. | also appreciate you can
take a horse to water , but you can’t make it drink. Upholding standards is not just
about good governance its about good safe guarding, and | would suggest there is a
serious issue of safe guarding around Clyffe Pypard Parish Council. Wiltshire
Council made a subsequent offer of help, but have not followed up on it.

Response 2:
No complaints relating to Clyffe Pypard Parish Council have been received by

Wiltshire Council during the time period specified.
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lgo.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Alexander%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C91af7489db014a1f2cdf08db70bc8e62%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C638227727358485249%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qzUG%2BALmNmiOzzeCP7t7h%2B7kd5zwjdL2bvrP3vZ9Flo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lgo.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Alexander%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C91af7489db014a1f2cdf08db70bc8e62%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C638227727358485249%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qzUG%2BALmNmiOzzeCP7t7h%2B7kd5zwjdL2bvrP3vZ9Flo%3D&reserved=0

Wiltshire Council remains in contact with members of the Parish Council regarding
options for addressing the current situation. However, it should be noted that the
Parish Council is an independent legal entity and as such is responsible for its own
functioning.

Wiltshire Council is not aware of any safeguarding concerns in relation to this matter.
Any safeguarding concerns should be reported using the following contact details:

Safeqguarding | Your care Your support Wiltshire

Non-emergency

For all other concerns including safeguarding please call Advice and Contact:
0300 456 0111
Monday to Thursday between 8:30am and 5:20pm (Friday 4:20pm)

Out of hours
At all other times call the Emergency Duty Service:
0300 456 0100
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